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worried by the attack from
Melman's end of the spec- |

dlsarmamem, SV AL
talking about Soviet secrecy |

Seceretary of Defense
. Robert 5. McNamara
man in the middie. From
one side he s criticlzed
because of the United
States alleged *“overkill”
nuclear capacily. From the
other he

itary establishment.
Of the two criticisms, it is
“the latter that worries him
most. Indced, he is even
thinking of taking to televi-
~sion to explain his case to
the Nation.
© Meanwhile, McNamara is
Kj ood use of Pres-
prﬁﬂimons 'social get-
‘togethers at the White
. House for Senators and, re-
cently, Represcentatives.” Be-
» fore the drinks are passed,
the assembled, Congressmen

seribed  as  “bricfings” by
Seeretary of State Dean
Rugk and McNamara.

Explains Policy .

McNamara s using the
occasions to explain why he
can safely cut the Defense *
huiret, why he can trim the
ancput of fissionable mater- ¥
2t for mnuclear weapons,
why he is combing the long

-list of military Dbases for

or closed completely.

e has found a'lot of re-
sistance, some of it public
and some of it private. In

_ part, members of Congress
naturally worry: about : the
effect on jobs in t}‘;cir,k‘ dig-

is eriticized for -
even a minute cut in the mil-..

" listen to what have been de- %

more that can be' curtailed

is a .

iricts or states. More impor-
tant in the long run, howev-
er, is the degree of resist-
ance on grounds that Me-
Namara is not just cutting:
military fat but is nicking"
the bone of military power.
The - Defense boss has
~tried to explain all the

many possible war. contin-
_gencies and how the United
States is prepared to meet.
cach one. He argues, in

cffect, that from a stand-.

point of weapons the United:
States is so adequately sup--
plied that it can afford to;
slow the pace of productxon
and thereby save huge sums,;
of money.

‘Scerets’ Leaked
§ Unhappily, many of the'

|

1

"supportmg facts for McNa-
\mara 's argument are labeled
"‘top sccret” though he has
'*cwposed them to members
ifof Congress. Furthermore,.
t«some of these facts have

J:bocn deliberately leaked to |
"‘Lhe Soviets just to make

tsurce they respect American
military preparations and‘

,hweapmuy

“Yet the public here . at
home is largely in the dark..
McNamara talks out loud of-
~“tens of thousands" of,
‘nuclear weapons in thc
. ‘American arsenal. This is so
vague, however, that it
helps less to persuade that
the Pentagon has “full kill”
capabilities than to further

.. theidea that it has a huge

~‘overkill® capability, that is,:
ifar more than is necessary;
“Lo obliterate any possxblef
renemy. : i

This fceds the “overkill”'
argument advanced by Co- ¢
Jumbia University Prof. Sey-"

‘mour Melman. Though Me- -

.Namara,_ professes to be un-.

...... i+l LR IO Y . I

‘cern, since that service s .
Melman's chief target. |

Power Disputes Thesis

Gen. Thomas 8. Power,
commander of the Air

‘Force's Stragetic Air Com-

niand, has been highly criti-
cal of the Mclman thesis to |
visitors at his Omaha hcad-

‘quarters. And the February

issue of Air Force Maga-
zinie, 2 publication which re-
flects that service’s think-

‘Ing, devotes a full pape to

Power's remarks  and
another 12 pages to “The

Myth of Overkill' by

Amrom H. Katz, a well re-
-spected RAND Corp. physi- .

cist and Govcrnment consul-
tant.
The burden of the Katv

" thesis fs that Melman is .

talking through his hat:

because he simply doesn't: -

know the facts or under-
stand the strategy. XKatz

alone. KAt Ihe ricifamrares
—TRows T T

man doesn’t and neither

does the American public.

And the facts given.
" members of Congress are:

given in secrecy though the

Soviets know many of thera.
\'i McNamara once broke.

ithrough the scerecy curtain
:Jm the aftermath of the
*Cubm missile crisis by
holdm« a televised news ]
Yoonference. The Central In-
iligence Agency was,
k‘];:xffedgbut the facts McNa-

% mars revealed lessened the

' lﬂsuspxcwns about hidde n:
¥ missiles in Cuba..
The same sort of ap-

proach could be equally ef-
foctive in convincing Ameri-
" ecans that their Defense es-.

.t-\bmhmem is so adequate

{hat a slowing down in new-
w eapons procurement is
sound and that even with

such cuts there is no over-
\ kill” capacity.

L A i S mte b

..\Lu...u .-;.J., J-/i

ML

‘makes an effeetive rebuttal

to Melman (combined with"

a crack about. “the road to

Meltown” and other forms
of scorn).

Pleads Against Secrecy

Katz" combmes this thh a.
forceful plea

against |
_secrecy, as the chief block to |
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